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Dear Fellow Member,

As there is no immediate end in sight for lock-down and social distancing, your Management Board has held a virtual meeting by video conference to discuss temporary arrangements until things return to something like normality.

Historically the Club AGM has been held shortly after the end of the season in order primarily to elect team captains, managers and others, so as to allow them to plan for training through the summer and prepare in good time for the next season.  However the requirements for social distancing and isolation, which have been applied in respect of the Covid-19 pandemic, mean that, amongst other things, the Club AGM cannot be held as planned on 15 May, 2020.  However Article 32 of the Club’s Constitution (as a company limited by guarantee) is very widely drawn however, and provides that: 

“The Club shall hold a general meeting in every calendar year as its annual general meeting at such time and place as may be determined by the Board and shall specify the meeting as such in the notices calling it.”

In other words, we can call the 2019-20 AGM at any time in the next 8 months, before 31 December, 2020.  If this should become unlikely then we would have to consider the alternative option, which would be to hold the AGM by means of a video conference.  In the meantime, Article 19 of the Club’s Constitution is also helpful in that it provides that a Director: “… shall hold office from the annual general meeting at which he is elected, until the annual general meeting in the year following his election at which meeting he shall retire but may be re-elected for a further term.”.

This means that the existing Directors or officers simply continue in post until the next annual general meeting can be held in accordance with Article 32 of the Club’s Constitution.  Should any vacancies occur meanwhile, the Board has the power “from time to time in its sole discretion” to fill them by co-option under Article 18.2.6 of the Club’s Constitution.  (This would, of course, be done by means of the appropriate Resolution being passed at a Board or Committee meeting and duly recorded in the Minutes.)

Although the season came to an early end, all our teams had done well in their leagues.  We are now in the hands of the RFU and others when it comes to resuming rugby and related activities.  Meanwhile, it is most important to keep yourselves, your families and others safe.  We can keep ourselves fit; various suggestions are given at: https://www.sportengland.org/stayinworkout.  Our Director of Rugby, Joe Alford, will also be able to recommend specific activities for players as well.


We will, of course, continue to keep you all updated – primarily by means of the Club website and through social media; but do please get in touch if you have any queries.

Yours most sincerely,

Chris Dyer								Nick Dark
Club Chairman								Club Secretary
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